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TUDY COURSE EXAMINATIONS 


The Study Course Examinations were held during December, 1939, and January, 
940. The list of successful members is as follows :— 


AGENT’S GRADE ‘‘A’’ CERTIFICATE 


H. N. Silver Lewisham 
PROFICIENCY CERTIFICATE 
. J. C. Browning Walthamstow D. L. Page Dunfermline 
; Bushnall Holloway C. Protheroe Glynneath 
I. M. Sarapson 
. H. Davies Pontymoile (Miss) Doncaster 
. E. Edgett Poplar R. Shotton Durham 
. C. Edwards Bethnal Green P. Trainer Glasgow 
+ L, Gee Doncaster G. M. Thompson .. Birmingham 
. Gregory Middleton M/C. H.R. Underhill Leyton 
. Hudson Trimdon Grange C. V. Woods Leeds 
. Leader (Miss) Middleton, Leeds H. L. Willmer  ...._ Portslade 
. S. Lewis Swansea E. D. Watts (Mrs.) Halstead 
DIPLOMA 
. Ashworth Heywood E. McMahon Stanley 
. Bromage Paddington W. R. Newman Brighton 
. K. Browne Birkenhead J. Nicholson ... London, W.12 
. M. Benson Consett C. Oldham (Miss) Boreham Wood 
. Bartons (Mrs.) Southend T. E. Nixon ... Morecambe 
. Charters ... Hawick H. Partington Atherton M/C. 
. Cochrane (Mrs.) .... Moreton W. Poulton Blackburn 
. H. Davies ... Stockton F. H. Roome Blackpool 
. Dawson Throckley C. H. Saxton Leicester 
. A. Eccles Fleetwood J. Sweeney Manchester, 10 
. Edwards Bl. Festiniog W. A. Smith Poole 
. Evans Colwyn Bay A. Stott Bradford 
. Fletcher Dove Holes A. Smethurst Walkden 
= J. Fryer East Ham J. Spoor N.-on-Tyne 
. W. Gardner Coventry A. Stewart Glasgow 
. Hankin Fleetwood E. F. Squires Liverpool 
. J. Hibberd Winchester J. Stephenson Blaydon 
. Hodgson Leeds L. Taylor Westhoughton 
. Jolly (Mrs.) Stanley F. E. J. Tidball  «.. Harrow 
. IT. Kenworthy Golcar N. E. Toft (Miss) ..... Derby 
T. Knight Northwich E. Thompson «.. Newcastle 
Kay Stanley G.S. Thilthorpe .... Sittingham 
. Knight Liverpool F. Taylor (Miss) Rochdale 
\. Kemp Oldham H. Williams Horwich Jn. 
W. Hartlepool  R. E. Wyatt Wembley 
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Pere ine Sune ot ts eee bo etca a 
Obituary 


ISAAC CRABTREE 


Death has laid a heavy hand during 
the winter on the Labour Movement. 

The passing this month of Isaac 
Crabtree, J.P., of Oldham, at the age 
of 72, removes a stout and familiar 
figure who had made a name for 
himself in his native town and home 
county. 

Alderman Crabtree, as he was known 
to so many of us, was originally an 
iron founder. Working class in origin, 
and throughout his life, working class 
in outlook, he had accomplished much 
for his own people ; and his name was 
a household word for many a mile 
around. 

Ald. Crabtree retired a few years 
ago from the office of Secretary and 
Agent to the Oldham ‘Trades and 
Labour Council, an office he had held 
since 1914. 


DOUGLAS MORGAN 


Age is no bar to the reaper. The 
death of Douglas Morgan in the prime 
of his years will, perhaps, not be such 
a shock to those who knew of his 
lingering sickness; it means the loss 
of a cheery comrade and a shrewd and 
able worker. 

Mr. Morgan was appointed agent in 
Central Nottingham almost exactly 
12 years ago. Illness compelled his 
retirement a year or so ago. His work 
remains, and Nottingham comrades 
are likely to remember the able young 
Scotsman who helped considerably 
in the forward march of our forces in 
that city. 


THOMAS TYSON POTTS 


We regret the loss of another good 
comrade. Thomas Tyson Potts was a 
late comer to the agency service, he 
having joined it barely two years ago 
at the age of 50. He had, however, a 
good record of voluntary service and 
both before and after his appointment 
he had to contend with failing health. 

Mr. Potts was at work in the recent 
Central Southwark By-Election but 
retired with a cold. This developed 
to pleurisy and he died within a week. 

Our London comrades in particular 
will regret the loss of a good comrade 
who was devoted to the Movement. 


ABE CLARKE 


Another loss to record is that of 
Abe Clarke for many years part-time 
agent to the Cannock Divisional 
Labour Party. 

A typical Staffordshire man, Abe 
Clarke had given a life-time of service 
to the Labour Movement. He had 
served as County Councillor, Urban 
Councillor and in many other capacities 
for his Union, his Party and his people. 

He leaves a widow and _ several 
children, to whom our heart-felt 
sympathies are extended. 


L.P. STUDY COURSES 
ENROL NOW 


The Registrar of Study Courses, 
The Labour Party, Transport House, 
Smith Square, London, S.W.1., in- 
timates that enrolments for the Study 
Courses just about to start can now be 
made. 

‘The Courses consist of nine monthly 
sets on “‘Organisation, Franchises, Re- 
gistration and Elections.’’ ‘The fee is 
one pound and includes booklets, 
notes, etc. 

This is an opportunity for any keen 
party workers, who may have time to 
spare, to equip themselves for even 
more efficient activities in the future. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


To the Editor. 


Dear Comrade, 


“STOOL PIGEONS” are “FELLOW 
TRAVELLERS” 

With reference to Jack Cutter’s 
article “The Yanks have a word for 
them,” it might interest your readers 
to know that a member of this Party 
recently returned from America 
(United States) says that Americans 
call these people “Fellow Travellers.” 

A ‘Fellow Traveller” is one who has 
Communist sympathies, but does not 
join the Communist Party, so that, 
when questioned, he or she can truth- 
sae say they are not a member of the 


Yours fraternally, 
FRANK WEST, 
Hon, Secretary, Croydon Boro’. L.P. 
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We note with interest that the 
Criticism made in the last issue of the 
“Labour Organiser” that the time 
allotted for the coming Annual Con- 
ference was too long has now been 
partly met by a statement on behalf 
of the N.E.C. and the Conference 
Arrangements Committee. 


Our point was that a Conference, 
beginning with confabs and consulta- 
tions on one Friday, and lasting until 
the next, and which provided for 
five full Conference days, was too 
long. We suggested it was two days 
too long, a point we still adhere to. 


The statement now made is that the 
Conference will conclude on Thursday 
instead of Friday. We imagine that 
Conference itself will have something 
to say upon this matter and delegates 
will certainly not take kindly to any 
recommendation that they should sit 
all day on the concluding Thursday. 


The resolutions sent in by affiliated 
Organisations have now been published, 
and at first sight it would not appear 
that the Party Conference has any 
specially contentious matters to decide 
upon, or great debates in front of it, 
for the Agenda this year is a very tame 
one. However, it is always the un- 
expected which happens. 


Amendments to the Party constitu- 
tion are only two in number. The 
first one seeks to make the convention 
of regional Conferences a constitional 
@ function of the N.E.C., but it strikes 
us that the wording itself does not 
achieve what the movers have in mind. 
There is in this amendment the germ 
of a bigger alteration of rule which can 
conceivably find considerable support 
at an early date. Such amendment 
would provide for the submission of 
Amendments to Rule and Conference 
resolutions to regional Conferences 
before the same were placed upon the 
National Agenda. This proposal 
actually finds a place in one of the 
resolutions submitted to Conference. 
There are several other resolutions 
dealing with regional or constituency 
conferences. 


The second alteration of rule seeks 
abolish the three-year bar to amend- 
ents to the constitution which was 
laid down in 1937. We hardly think 


Bournemouth Conference Agenda 


that this proposal has much chance of 
success. 


Ipswich and Kensington South both 
desire amendments to Standing Orders 
which would vary the present method of 
electing the constituency representatives 
on the N.E.C. Ipswich wants election 
on a regional basis, and Kensington 
South desires the election to take place 
not at Conference but by a ballot vote 
of the Federations and Parties. Follow- 
ing th changes made so recently as the 
Conference before last we doubt 
that Conference will be in a mood for 
any more alterations. 


The “electoral truce,” the “political 
truce,” the “electoral pact”’ or the same 
thing with variations, looks like being 
one of the high lights of the Conference. 
By bell, book and candle the truce, 
or what the movers confuse with it, 
is soundly denounced in about eight 
pages of print embracing roughly 
50 resolutions. Perhaps by Monday, 
May 13th, the delegates will have read 
the “‘L.O.” because really and truly 
we never saw such confusion. And we 
hope that if a vote is taken, as un- 
doubtedly it will be, it will be upon an 
issue that clearly distinguishes between 
an electoral truce purely and simply and 
co-operation with the Government in 
other matters. Those responsible for 
composite amendments at Standing 
Orders will, we hope, see to this. 


We note that the “Daily Herald” 
must defend itself on a resolution from 
South Derbyshire, though we imagine 
the delegates will also be inquisitive 
about its non-Socialist Editor—and 
what has happened to the late Editor. 
Friends of the paper sometimes question 
too, the wisdom of the paper becoming 
a slavish imitator of ‘Daily Express” 
new features and methods. We hope 
there will be answers that will re- 
assure the Conference. 

An enquiry into Party Finance is 
desired by Preston T.C. and L.P. 
and also by Barrow. 


As was to be expected a pile of 
resolutions have been tabled dealing 
with the war and war conditions, but 
the remainder of the Agenda has little 
of special import to our readers. 
We must look to the N.E.C. report for 
any sensations. 
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TYPEWRITERS _ sf 
DUPLICATORS Sage 


GUARANTEED - SERVICE - SUPPLIES 
OFFICE FURNITURE 


THE EXPERTS CO. 


55, COWCROSS ST. (Opposite Farringdon 
Met. Station) LONDON, E.C.l 


CLERKENWELL 7434 EASY TERMS 


POT POURRI 


Workington (agent, Mr. Archie Rowe) 
made a profit of £200 recently from a 


draw. Wouldn’t our readers like to 
know how it is done? 
* * * 


West Lewisham (agent, Mr. H. N. 
Silver) has just put out a duplicated 
4-sheet to be called the West Lewisham 
Labour News—dquite a readable and 
informative bit of work. From it we 
gather ideas of a very live Party and a 
useful advice bureau working at full 
pressure; they have even settled 
married couples’ differences, which 
seem to prove that they possess some 
extra good formulae down Lewisham 
way ! 

* * * 


East Willesden (Secretary, Arthur 
G. Rainbird) is trying out a good idea 
for selling literature. Here is the 
scheme as extracted from a circular: 

“We have a plan which we believe 
will help spread our policy and we seek 
your co-operation. WILL YOU 
HELP? 

“Each member of the Party is asked 
to make themselves responsible for the 
purchase of at least ONE copy of every 
Penny and Twopenny pamphlet pub- 
lished by the Labour Party. 'To do this 
you are asked to fill in the attached form, 
and either hand it to your Ward 
Secretary or send it to me _ direct. 
WE DO THE REST. 

“Tt will save a lot of book-keeping 
and unnecessary work if you can pay 
for your pamphlets in advance. If you 
can, enclose with your order whatever 
amount you please from 


sixpence — 


upwards to be placed to your account. 
You will then receive pamphlets as 
published until the amount is exhausted, 

“EVERY MEMBER PAYING IN 
ADVANCE WILL BE GIVEN A 
FREE PAMPHLET FOR EVERY 
SIXPENCE PAID. THIS OFFER 
IS FOR A LIMITED PERIOD 
ONLY. 


“Purchase more than one pamphlet 
IF YOU CAN. By giving the other 
one away you may make a convert. 
You cay pay the amount due at the 
end of each month if you do not want 
to pay in advance.” 


The circular is complete with a suit- 
able form for signature and without 
doubt many additional sales will 
result. 

* * * 


We note that the West Leyton L.P. 
managed to get a good press report of 
their annual meeting. At this gather- 
ing a report was presented of which 
the Party have no need to be ashamed, 
for it showed an increase in membership 
and balanced accounts, notwithstanding 
a big loss in revenue due to circum- 
stances connected with the war. ‘This 
Party was doing its share in the distribu- 
tion to the Co-op-Labour Party monthly 
leaflets until these were suspended. 
Having lost their edition of the “Citizen” 
too, through the suspension of that 
paper, they have since taken the matter 
in hand and started the issue of a 
regular bulletin of their own. Prior 


to the outbreak of the war excellent | 
propaganda work had been put in in — 


various directions and election prepar- 
ations were well forward. 


for PRESENT PRESENT. 
(FD PROPAGANDA | 


Public babe sties Apparatus, 
mplifi 


HIRE PURCHASE 
TERMS Radio Relay Equipment 
ARRANGED Talking Picture Apparatus 


FILM INDUSTRIES LTD. 


autres, Speakers, Microphone 


60, PADDINGTON STREET, W.1 


Phone: Welbeck 2293 


5856 | 
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YOUTH : LABOUR FAILS 


BECAUSE WE BEGIN TOO LATE! 


There, dear reader, dear organiser, 
dear N.E.C., and dearie me, is a caption 
for you! Bold; brutal; a brickbat— 
but TRUE. 


Here is our statement: Labour has 
failed to capture the youth of Britain— 
not once, but twice—or is it three times ? 
And we say this failure is going to 
continue ; it cannot but continue unless 
Labour stops to take stock and ceases 
to try and reap where its enemies have 
sown. 


The writing on the wall 


Our failure with youth is the most 
tragic thing in Labour’s history. The 
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN 
is there upon the wal! for all who 
care to read. We can see it in our 
middle-aged Local Parties, elderly 
Executives, motherly Women’s Sections, 
white-haired Conferences and in that 
fact, mentioned by Baxter last month, 
that some local Parties haven’t yet 
suffered any loss in man-power due to 
the war. Not a chicken in the roost 
to begin with ! 

We feel we must speak out about this 
tragedy. Again, not for the first time. 

But firstly, who denies the facts? 
Grit, hard work, brains, money, 
reputations, all have been poured into 
the Labour Party’s successive efforts to 
capture Britain’s Youth. These things 
are still being poured in. 


But what is the net result? It is 
almost cruel to have to answer that 
question truthfully. Why, Labour has 
never even got hold of its own inherit- 
ance and organised in any considerable 
numbers the young folk of its own 
people ! 

Look at Labour’s vote, the legions of 
the Trade Unions, the Labour Party 
affiliated membership (nearly all 
adults). Probably three million homes 
are affected, and twice that number of 
young people eligible for Party member- 
ship are to be found therein. 

_ And we have failed even to capture 
more than the fringe of this great mass. 
There are no signs at all in Britain of a 
surging Socialist movement of young 


people, eager for the Cause and for 
the conquest. We older ones may 
shout, but the young folk are mute: 
mute and waiting ; after Germany we 
dare hardly think for what. 


Youth turns away 


Wish what one will, youth in Britain 
is looking away from Labour. Speak 
ill of them if you wish, libel them, 
even curse them if you desire, for the 
grapes are certainly sour; but nothing 
alters this : that these folks are flesh of 
our flesh, kith of our kin, and once 
they were susceptible to Labour ideas 
and Socialist teaching. But Fate and 
we ourselves combined that they should 
not hear us when they were young 
and susceptible. They were taught 
by others. We see the result. 

For years and years the “L.O.” has 
pointed this moral: Our Youth Organisa- 
tion begins too late. The enemies of 
Labour capture youth (We had almost 
said in the cradle) certainly at school 
age. But Labour scorns that idea, or 
thinks it is too much fag. So we lose, 
and as an elderly Party we potter along 
to our fate. 


The fact and cause 


We raise our voice again. We say 
to the Party ‘“‘please do something to 
educate and organise the children,” 
because at the present age of entry 
to the League of Youth we are too late. 
To-day, we, and the Party, are years 
older than when the “L.O.” began 
this mission: consequently we no 
longer prophesy. We point to facts ; 
to the failure of past and present. 
attempts to attract Youth, to present 
“strength” and numbers. We. tell 
the Party the cause. 

For six years the “LO.” has sought, 
by articles, by urgings, by instigation 
and by argument to persuade the Party 
to do something to cater for the chil- 
dren. For if the child mind is given 
only the impulses of imperialism what 
chance is there for Socialist teaching 
later on. ‘To-day’s results give the 
answer. 
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We claim that no man or no woman 
ever yet taught the facts of history, of 
geography, of every-day life without 
bias. No book ever did either. If 
that were all it would suffice our 
argument: but note how the children 
are “captured” for this and that Im- 
perialistic endeavour. A year or two 
ago there were 1,300,000 children so 
coralled in by Labour’s opponents, 
but for us less than 50,000 sufficed for 
all the children’s membership in either 
Labour or Co-operative Organisations. 

We told our readers this in 1933. 


Avoid past mistakes 


What is it we desire the Labour 
Party to do? 

For one thing the Party must avoid 
the mistakes of the past. When the 
Socialist Sunday School movement 
adopted that title they quite needlessly 
roused all the ire of Robert Raikes’ 
successors, and made a_ potential 
opponent of every Sunday School 
worker not to mention the whole 
religious movement. They took on 
too much and their case is past mending. 
Anyway the Socialist Sunday School 
movement does not meet our require- 
ments to-day. 

We do not want dogmatism either, 
or require the Labour Party to make a 
great noise or a great organisational 
effort that needs wide publicity. We 
have immense leeway to make up but a 
gradual approach to this question will 
pay the Party best, and arouse the 
least counter movement. 

There are certainly towns and places 
which are ripe for real children’s 
organisation, though Heaven save us 
from Children’s Sections and all the 
rules appertaining thereto. The Band 
of Hope type of enrolment and of 
activity is first preferable. 


The beginning we need 


And in most places our movement 
and our strength, also the attitude of 
parents and children, would tend to 
discourage rigid enrolments, declared 
membership or fixed organisation. 
The beginning would be with children’s 
meetings, entertainments, literature, 
outings and sundry functions. 

We do not deceive ourselves about 
the problem of the unfitness of our 
Local Parties as yet, for this work, 
nor about the risk. But guidance to 
Local Parties is a national work. 

Have we no one in the Party capable 
of giving direction and supplying 


material? No one who can write 
fairy or short stories minus mawky 
sentiment but plus a Socialist lilt ¢ 
No one to write a page of history, 
back history or current history as you 
will, interestingly and instructively to 
children ? No one to tell the stories 
of science, biography and _ literature 
with understanding for the varying 
ages? No one, in short, with know- 
ledge of life, and ability enough, to 
unfold the pages in weekly written 
lessons, essays, talks, stories, pointers,— 
even to combine them in a weekly 
printed sheet ? 


Great work for someone 


Of course we have. And what a 
glorious revel there will be for someone 
in that work. But behold the proffered 
harvest. It is truly great. 

A few more years of neglect of the 
problem of the children and Socialism 
may put up the shutters in this country. 
Its adherents will be too old to worry 
much about it either. 

But if we come down to earth and 
view and do our duty by the children. 
the reward may be beyond our imagin- 
ing. We may yet revivify the stiffening 
arteries and bones of our ageing Party. 
Youth and vigour go together, and 
life is theirs. 

So hasten, brothers, to this job. 
You and I and they grow older. 


LET THE 
BLACKFRIARS PRESS 
HELP YOU / 


Printers of this Journal. 
Let us help you in your 
work by producing 
your literature in good 
and tasteful style at 
reasonable prices, and 
with quick. despatch. 
Send us your enquiries. 


THE BLACKFRIARS PRESS 


Phone 27164 LIMITED 
Smith-Dorrien Road, Leicester 


: 
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TRUCE PROBLEMS 


WILL KNEESHAW DIFFERS 


That was a mighty wallop you gave 
“the narrow-natured little Communist”’ 
who doesn’t like the electoral truce. 
It must have made dents in ‘“L.O.’s” 
shillelah, and I hope it “‘larned” 
him. But what about the others? 

They are not all N.N.L.C.’s. who are 
troubled about the truce, and our 
abhorrence of the N.N.L.C.’s. must 
not be permitted to queer our sense of 
self-preservation. Whilst acknow- 
ledging ali the difficulties you 
enumerate, we must not overlook the 
fact that the truce deprives us of one 
of our most potent weapons, whilst 
our age-long enemy on the home 
front surrenders nothing. 

The truce generates something far 
more dangerous than the truce, viz., 
the truced mind. And simultaneously, 
there are many other factors doing the 
same thing. The censorship; the 
hush-hush, be on your guard, keep it 
dark, atmosphere; the growing de- 
pendence on orders from ‘“‘above,” 
with its exaltation of “authority” ; the 
condition of suppressed fear, and in- 
numerable other elements, all tend to 
put the mind, which is our battleground, 
into disuse, and leaves the people 
victims of an undiscriminating, un- 
critical herd emotion, 

Suppose that continues for three years 
and then we get that khaki election. 
Everything done in the meantime is 
grist to the Tory mill. They, the 
Tories, never did want people to think, 
er to know. Herd emotion is their 
“secret weapon.” What is ours? 

That ‘“‘narrow-natured little Com- 
munist”? is a mere irritant to which 
must be applied the appropriate insect 
powder, but don’t let us magnify him 
out of his due proportion. 

That khaki election ahead of us is 
our next big job. I’ve had experience 
of two such fights, in the last one as 
Candidate, with the present Prime 
Minister as my opponent, and, placing 
the truce and all the other factors 
now numbing and drumming the public 
mind into inactivity in relation to that 
event, I find reason for nothing but 
apprehension. 


To pursue Chamberlain’s war and 
construct a Socialist Peace at one and 
the same time, is to attempt two things 
which are not easily compatible. 


With great ardour, a similar thing 
was attempted in 1914-18, and the 
war was won all right, but of the Peace 
the Party’s 1920 Conference said it did 
“srossly violate, not only the professed 
objects for which the Allied Nations 
entered upon the war, but also the 
terms upon which the Armistice was 
agreed to, to which the Allied Govern- 
ments solemnly pledged their faith.” 

By what technique shall we avoid a 
similar result this time? ‘The truce 
being accepted, what means should be 
used to create the informed public 
opinion which can withstand the 
emotional tornado of a khaki election, 
and enable us to win at the polls, and 
at the ensuing Peace Conference ? 

That, rather than “the narrow- 
natured little Communist,” is the 
problem flung at us by the truce, and 
generations unborn will have reason 
to thank your readers if they can offer a 
solution. 


OUR REJOINDER 


After reading the above one is left 


guessing. Just what is Kneeshaw 
getting at ? 
Certainly Kneeshaw’s doubts and 


frowns cannot relate to anything that 
has appeared in the ‘Labour Organiser.” 
We have supported the “electoral 
truce’—the policy of refraining from 
fighting by-elections, purely on grounds 
of practical expediency and because of 
the difficulties in the way of getting a 
democratic verdict in present cir- 
cumstances. 

But Kneeshaw doesn’t touch on 
that question. He doesn’t even deal 
with the electoral truce, which, as we 
have shown, may be denounced at 
any time and for any election: and 
which the Labour Party again and 
again reiterate is no part of any scheme 
to suspend or terminate the Party’s 
hostilities against the Government. 

Instead, Kneeshaw speaks generally 
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of ‘“‘the truce’—what truce he doesn’t 
say ; he invents the “‘truced mind” and 
makes our flesh creep with all the 
horrors that come in its train until we 
are at last ‘‘victims of an undiscrimuinat- 
ing, uncritical herd emotion.” 

No, not for us, Bill! Nor do we 
attempt ‘to pursue Chamberlain’s 
war and construct a Socialist Peace 
at one and the same time.” Our 
friend hasn’t read anything in the 
“T.0.” to justify that statement. 
And it is an unkind thought, just 
because we consider that by-elections 
nowadays give to all the rich, re- 
actionary and blood-thirsty  stay-at- 
homes the opportunity to vote and 
decide to the exclusion of those gone 
away, sent away, and the millions 
unable to vote ! 

The mistake we see in Kneeshaw’s 
case is that he mistakes effects for 
causes. The electoral truce belongs 
to the former category of events. 
Gentlemen in duels do not fight when 
the point of the sword is dropped. 
And isn’t it more to Kneeshaw’s point 
that the Labour Party dropped the 
sword, and instead, picked up the cane, 
in those fateful Commons ‘debates’ 
on emergency measures in September 
last ? 

In that matter our friend might 
reasonably find room for doubts and 
woeful prophecies. To the “L.O.” 
that’s just a query outside our scope. 
In due course the Parliamentary Party 
will defend itself to the Movement. 
But the venue of that debate won’t 
be the pages of the “L.O.” ! Mean- 
time we shall continue to defend a 
course which prudence dictates, and to 
warn against fights in which we contest 
at grave disadvantage. 

For a cheerier ending let us point 
out that propaganda goes on, now, and 
plenty of it. And it is not all propa- 
ganda for “Chamberlain’s war.” 

And if nobody sulks and nobody 
shirks their share of propaganda, 
because it isn’t 100 per cent. or 50 
per cent. to their point-of-view, we 
shall progress. Our Party, as in 1918, 
will knit closer together and out of the 
darkness we shall see the light. 


AN APPEAL 


We appeal to our readers to deal 
with “L.O.” advertisers. It helps 
us. It helps them and, believe us, 
it helps you too! 


(Concluded from page 42.) 


lished by this Federation has been } 

referred to before in these columns. . 

It is good stuff. 
* * * 

A number of other reports are to ) 
hand but it has been found impossible : 
to make mention of all of them. In 
the main it can be said that the reports } 
above reviewed are typical ones and 
those not reviewed are similar in their > 
results and in the problems they have : 
had to deal with. 


Pe TS ED LE 
(Concluded from page 45.) 


“callers-up,” produced, up to five: 
o’clock, a steady trickle to the polling ; 
stations almost equal to that of a normal | 
election in Southwark. By that time : 
approximately only 15 per cent. of the : 
electors had voted. This despite much 1 
propaganda to vote before the black- - 
out. 

In Southwark about 45 per cent. of the : 
votes cast normally come in after six : 
o’clock ; but on this occasion only about : 
9 per cent. came after five o’clock and . 
probably only about 5 per cent. after * 
six o’clock.. This effect of the black- . 
out in the months when it operates | 
is in itself sufficient to make the poll | 
unrepresentative, and, in particular, , 
it hits the Labour vote. } 


SILVERTOWN 


The London Labour Party may well | 
put another feather in their cap over ° 
the astonishing result at Silvertown. , 

Our heartiest congratulations are : 
due to the election agent, Morgan: 
Phillips, whose first contest this was in | 
his new office as District Organiser for ’ 
the Eastern Counties. ] 

Our felicitations must naturally also | 
be extended to our old comrade, Ald. . 
J. H. Hollins, M.P., the victor, who was } 
until recently a member of the Agents’ | 
Union. Silvertown has chosen a live : 
and worthy representative. 

The Communist debacle was hinted | 
at in our last issue. Communist stock ’ 
is getting pretty low, even where they | 
think there might be ignorance to be: 
played upon. 

We have received copies of some of | 
the election literature. There was | 
of course a news sheet, and this repro- | 
duced (we are sorry to say without 
acknowledgment) Jack Cutter’s lines | 
on the Kremlin Crawl, published in- 
last month’s “Labour Organiser.” i 
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SOME REPORTS AND 
BALANCE SHEETS 


The Annual Report of the Derby 
Labour Party is one we always look 
forward to, presented, as it is, in printed 
form, with much supplementary in- 
formation bespeaking an important and 
powerful Party. It is interesting to 
note that affiliated membership now 
totals 14,504, being an increase of 
272 over the previous year. Individual 
membership stands at 1,250 which is a 
drop of 252. Derby, as our readers are 
aware, has a Labour Council and a 
reasonable deduction to be drawn from 
an examination of the Party’s Annual 
Report in all its aspects is that the 
Labour majority is no chance thing, 
but that it is the result and effect of 
sterling organisation and solid ground- 
work. 

* * * 

Quite another type of Party is the 
Winchester D.L.P., who, because they 
have no funds to spare, duplicate their 
Report. This job it must be said is 
very effectively done and indeed the 
document, from the point of view of 
care, clarity and conciseness, is one 
of the best we have received. The 
matter of the report itself is equally 
one for congratulation. Here we see a 
Party grappling successfully with heavy 
odds, their comparative success being 
largely due to a display of efficiency in at 
least half a dozen different directions. 
We note with a smile that although our 
friends cannot afford to print their 
Annual Statement they have received 
an excellent report in the “Hampshire 
Chronicle” and they have been smart 
enough to get this matter reprinted— 
three-quarters of a “Times” column ! 
Progress in this type of Division must 
always be slow but sure. 

* * * 

Reading is one of the towns which 
made a remarkable recovery from the 
first effects of the war. Labour 
organisation, too, in Reading is front 
rank as becomes a town of such 
importance. The Report discloses a 
slight fall in membership though 
affiliations are much steadier. Atten- 
tion is drawn to the fact that there is 
too big a gap between industrial and 
political affiliations and this is a matter 


which most Parties will need to pay 
attention to during the war. The 
Report has a special paragraph on the 
“Party in war-time” and we have felt 
that the details are of such interest as 
to be worth while reprinting in another 
part of this issue. By the way, the 
“Reading Citizen” has a sale of about 
3,000 copies per issue. ‘The Party 
occupy some very fine premises in 
Reading. 
* * 

The outstanding feature of the report 
of the Halifax Labour Party in our 
opinion is that in the second week in 
September the Party commenced a 
special membership campaign. ‘That 
campaign continued to December 9th 
and about 150 new members were 
enrolled. The total membership at the 
end of the year was 1,156, a net increase 
on last year of 88 members. Contribu- 
tions produced £162—the highest 
ever. We note too a slight increase in 
income from afhliated membership, 
the number of which stand at 3,895. 
A total of £214 3s. 4d. from donations 
speaks highly of the place the Party 
holds in the affection and esteem of its 


members. 
* * * 


The Report of the City of Leeds 
Labour Party is, of course, one covering 
the activities of the Borough Party as 
such, though we would very much 
like to see some of our great cities 
trying out the publication of a com- 
prehensive report of the activities of all 
their divisions, The City of Leeds 
Borough Labour Party is, of itself, 
very effective and the report is full of 
interest. Affiliation fees stood at 
at {£511 10s. 5d., a decrease of only 
£2 2s. od. on the previous year. The 
£3,000 Special Effort Fund launched a 
few months ago had, up to the end of 
the year, produced about £250. 

* * * 

Dumbartonshire D.L.P. report a 
slight improvement in the financial 
position during last year and a general 
improvement in the Party’s affairs 
since the date of the Annual Report. 
From the latter we notice that affiliated 
membership slightly increased during 
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the year, individual membership being 
apparently stationary. It is interesting 
to note that the Literature Secretary, 
with the help of his car and several 
comrades, was able to do effective 
literature distribution and selling in 
several areas hitherto practically un- 
touched. The bonny, bonny banks of 
Loch Lomond, for instance, came in 
for attention, as did Loch Long and 
Gareloch. Prior to the war from 
3,000 to 4,000 leaflets were distributed 
each month. The report carries an 
interesting review of the position of the 
local Parties. 
* % * 
Nuneaton Division has had special 
difficulties of recent years and now 
seems to be coming on top again. 
The electorate in this Division now 
numbers 112,503—an increase of nearly 
7,000 electors on the year. When the 
Party has got over its present difficulties 
it will have a huge task in front of it 
in seeking to make its membership 
keep pace with its growth. We note 
that membership fees brought in £134 
and affiliation fees £33, a sum which 
surely does not adequately reflect the 
number of Trade Unionists paying the 
political levy in this great Division. 
The details contained in the financial 
Report tell us of the many endeavours 
being made to raise money and it seems 
to us that the Trade Unionists here 
want rallying to the Party’s aid. 
* * * 


_ Gloucester is a Party which has grown 
in strength of recent years. The 


Fund Raising 


FULL RANGE OF 
SAMPLES FREE 


NO FURTHER 
OBLIGATIONS 


WRITE NOW 


war also seems to be bringing a new 
population to this area, and although 
by no means all of it is in the city, it 
is nevertheless, becoming a centre of | 
greater importance than hitherto and 
we look forward to bigger and bigger 
growth. The Party publishes the 
“Labour News” and this paper is 
proving a powerful aid. In 1938, 
Gloucester came very nearly to joining 
the ranks of the four-figure Parties, 
but at 750, the membership at the end 
of the year, there seems room for 
another spurt. (It should be remarked 
however, that even this 750 is a rise 
from virtually nil in a little over two 


years.) 
* * 


We receive very few reports from 
County Federations. Is it because 
these organisations are under the 
weather ? However, Middlesex Federa- 
tion of Labour Parties sends us an 
interesting document, and we note that 
only one Party in the county is un- 
affiliated. There was a high level of 
attendances at meetings during the year 
and the report as a whole reflects the 
effectiveness of this Federation. The 
matters dealt with in the Report 
include reports of conferences, county 
council policy, C.C. by-elections, 
speakers’ panel, county election funds, 
etc. It is instructive to read of the 
work of the Labour Group and of the 
return to normal work since September. 
The Middlesex Press Service pub- 
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Party Organisation in War-Time 


A Summary of an address by Mr. R. C. Waliis, North-Western Organiser, 
at a meeting of the Lancashire and Cheshire Agents, 8th March, 1940. 


Organisational problems created by 
the war arise in all parts of the country, 
but industrial areas such as Lancashire 
and Cheshire are most acutely affected. 

The calls of National Service, A.R.P., 
etc., have, in many cases, made serious 
inroads on the ranks of active workers, 
whilst the increasing activity in the 
heavy and cotton industries are making 
it impossible for many members to 
give the same service to the Party as 
in recent years. 

An example of the changed circum- 
stances was experienced a few weeks 
ago when at a Local Labour Party 
meeting all the fourteen members 
present were working overtime. Not 
long before the war all but two were 
unemployed. 

A similar example was that of a 
Local Labour Party unable to appoint 
a second delegate to serve on the D.L.P. 
as only one member present was free 
from work on a Saturday afternoon. 
It speaks well for the Party organisation 
in the area when we find that, with a 
few exceptions, the Parties are main- 
taining their strength and influence. 


NORMAL ACTIVITY 
Meetings 


The first and most important of our 

war-time tasks is to keep our Parties 
functioning as near normality as 
possible. Suggestions for limiting the 
frequency of Ward Committees and 
other Party meetings should be resisted. 
On the contrary every effort should be 
made to make Ward Members’ Meetings 
more attractive so as to provide addi- 
tional workers to fill vacancies created 
by the national demands. 
“In addition to routine business, 
Reports of Public Representatives 
(whose close co-operation in war-time 
is essential); consideration of war 
problems ; studies of Labour’s Peace 
Aims based on the Head Office guide ; 
d kindred items, provide more than 
enough to fill the agenda of regular 
Ward Meetings. 


Membership 


_ Equally reactionary are suggestions 
for returning to an annual membership 


fee or a less frequent collection of 
membership fees. Despite the diffi- 
culties of the winter black-out and loss 
of collectors it is imperative that collec- 
tion of membership fees should be 
maintained on a basis of regularity and 
frequency. Recruitment of members, 
too, needs special attention. The 
normal annual ‘‘wastage’ will be 
increased by calls to the forces and 
should be replaced by  carefully- 
planned and properly-executed summer 
campaigns. 


Parties should also be actively 
engaged in strengthening their affiliated 
membership. In most divisions there 
are large numbers of political members 
not affiliated and in these days of 
increasing trade union membership 
the Parties would benefit financially 
and in personnel by close collaboration 
with the unions concerned. 


Propaganda and Education 


It may be that propaganda through 
public meetings will be limited during 
the war period although recent ex- 
perience has proved that public 
meetings, properly timed and properly 
publicised, can be successfully held. 
Any loss in this direction can, and 
should be made up by a wide extension 
of pamphleteering. The old story of 
lack of interest in Labour Pamphlets 
must be relegated to the limbo of the 
past. The public is eager to know 
what Labour’ has to say about War, 
Peace and the future. It was never 
easier to sell Labour’s message and 
every Party should plan summer-time 
house-to-house sales of the fine series 
of pamphlets now available. 


Social Activity 

In no phase of Party activity have 
the re-actions been so diverse as in this 
field. Some Parties have suffered 
severely owing to the commandeering 
of halls by the authorities, whilst others, 
particularly those with their own 
premises, have found that revenues 
from the various social efforts have 
substantially increased as a result of the 
elimination of competition in other 
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directions. Experience shows that 
given the suitable premises income from 
these sources can be increased and 
Parties can with advantage plan a full 
winter’s programme. 

The value of social activity amongst 
members for purely “‘social’? purposes 
has, in recent years, been under- 
estimated and in the difficult times ahead 
social activity amongst members should 
be increased in the interests of members 
and Party alike. 


SPECIAL WAR-TIME WORK 


The Lancashire and Cheshire 
Regional Council has conducted careful 
enquiries into the special activities of 
Parties in War-time. In most cases 
the Party has secured proportionate 
representation on appropriate com- 
mittees and is playing its full part in 
their activities, whilst in the necessary 
vigilance work required particularly 
good work is being done by the Women’s 
Sections. 


A good number of Parties are keeping 
in touch with those called to the colours 
and attempts have been made both in 
the reception and evacuated areas to 
keep contacts with the evacuees. 


Without doubt, however, the most 
outstanding piece of war-time work has 
been the response of the Parties to the 
appeal of the Regional Council to 
provide, or where it exists to extend, 
machinery for advising on war-time 
problems. Replies received from 59 
Borough and_ Divisional Labour 
Parties shew that 51 are giving such 
advice and assistance through 117 
advice centres. 


In some divisions the work is done 
from one advice centre, often the Party 
office, whilst in others rooms have been 
opened in each ward. Aldermen, 
Councillors, Justices of the Peace, 
Party Officers, Agents and _ fully- 
qualified members have rallied to this 
task and in some divisions approaching 
100 enquiries are dealt with each week. 


Apart from the great service to the 
people this work is of real value to 
the Party maintaining as it does the 
necessary contacts between public 
representatives, party officers and the 
electorate. 


PARTY UNITY 


In September, 1939, the Annual 
Conference of the Regional Council 
passed a resolution indicating that the 


Movement in this area was whole- 
heartedly in support of the stand taken | 
by the Party against Fascist aggression | 
and pledging its full support to the: 
Parliamentary Party and the National | 
Executive Committee. 


The passing of time has proved that 
this resolution was a true reflection of | 
the mind of the Party in the area. | 
The Parties have faced up to the realities | 
of the situation and, whilst there are, 
of course, individual criticisms of 
Party policy, they have recognised that 
for the Party there was no choice other 
than to co-operate in restraining the: 
Fascist aggression which was a menace | 
not only to Democracy but to the: 
Labour, Socialist and Co-operative 
Movements. 


With unity, loyalty and toleration the | 
Party in Lancashire and Cheshire will 
emerge from the War period strong 
enough and virile enough to win the 
area for Labour. 


£250,000 


Was the magnificent sum raised 
during the past year by enter- 
prising secretaries who took 
advantage of our popular 


FUND RAISING 
SCHEMES 


A Secretary writes : 


“We have made a profit of just 
under £89 5 0 in only four months } 
working of one of your schemes.”’ 


Enterprising Secretaries! 


Write for samples and prices 


of our popular Fund Raisin 
Scheme to: 4 


Cambridge Press 
Whalley Road 
Clayton-le-Moors - Lancs. 
(Members T.A.) (45 hours) 
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By-Election Problems 


CENTRAL SOUTHWARK 


This month’s “London News” con- 
tains an interesting review of the cir- 
cumstances and contest at Central 
Southwark under the signature of 
Hinley Atkinson. We should like to 
reproduce the whole of this instructive 
matter, but reasons of space compel 
us to restrain ourselves to certain 
oints, and we apologise to the writer 
or the somewhat scrappy nature of 
these extracts :— 


London’s first war-time Parliamentary 
by-election has, I hope, been a unique 
experience. But as Central Southwark 

ay prove to be the general pattern 
of other by-elections to follow, we can 

erhaps learn a few lessons from it. 


* * * 


In contrast with the long campaign of 
our opponents, our own activity 
covered little more than a fortnight. 
Unfortunately this included the severest 
period of snow and frost. Added to 
the black-out these conditions imposed 
a terrific strain on our workers. All 
literature had to be distributed in 
daylight, and canvassing in the evening 
was almost impossible. 


These physical handicaps were, how- 
ever, a secondary consideration. More 
serious was the reaction of the electorate, 
arising from their own physical and 
mental conditions. At least one in 
every three registered electors was 
disfranchised either by removal, evacua- 
tion or war service. No organisation 
under present conditions can get the 
yotes of these people. 


Secondly, and this is no frivolous 
opinion, the great majority of the electors 
do not feel that a by-election in war- 
time serves a useful purpose. Frankly, 
they regarded it as a nuisance. The 
“Stop the War’’ candidate claimed to 
have made almost a complete canvass 
and, by a second canvass, to have 
confirmed the heavy support promised. 
We suspect that most of these 
“promises”? were given to get rid of a 
nuisance. The election result con- 
firmed it. Our own more experienced 
canvassers found the same apathy and 
knew that only the politically con- 
scientious would vote under a sense of 


duty. 


This apathy is a factor which is easy 
to understand from the viewpoint of the 
individual elector. Political enthusiasts 
cannot dispose of an electoral truce of 
which the majority of electors approve. 
And they approve because they are 
war-conscious to the point of wanting 
to have done with what, under present 
conditions, they regard as the irrele- 
vancy of party warfare. Their own 
personal difficulties stiffen this attitude. 

.% * * 

What we have to consider is :— 

(a) Whether by fighting by-elections 
we are likely to strengthen Labour in 
Parliament ; 

(b) Whether, by fighting by-elections 
under war conditions, we can disclose 
a change in public opinion, and so 
influence the Government along the 
lines of Labour’s Peace Aims and its 
policy for the more efficient conduct of 
the war, which includes justice on the 
home front. 

To fight by-elections in war-time for 
other purposes is to make a fetish of 
Party differences. 

On all the evidence given by this 
first London by-election, achievement 
of these purposes by fighting by- 
elections seems remote. ‘The physical 
difficulties will increase to the dis- 
advantage of Labour, and the progress 
of the war will accentuate the mental 
dilemma of an electorate which would 
like to change many things, but prefers 
to suffer them rather than enter into 
what it sees as Party strife. ‘Don’t 
swop horses crossing the stream’? may 
not represent the outcome of a single 
by-election or several, but it is a potent 
election appeal which the Government 
parties would undoubtedly use, possibly 
to unseat some Labour riders and so 
weaken the Parliamentary Party. 

* * * 

Ernest Robinson, the election agent, 
needed all his initiative to meet the 
day-to-day difficulties imposed on the 
machine by bad weather and the black- 
out. 

Our canvass was thin in quantity 
but of robust quality. Broadly it 
foreshadowed the result, which, in the 
absence of a Government candidate, 
was never in doubt. 

Polling day, with the help of our 

(Concluded on page 40.) 
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Youth Again: 
What’s Doing 


In another part of this issue we deal 
with a question which vitally affects 
the present and the future of the 
League of Youth. 

Let no one suppose that one word of 
our article dealing with the problem of 
the children and the failure of the 
League of Youth to win over our 
Youth masses is intended as a criticism 
or reflection on those who labour in 
the League, its officers, its secretaries 
or anyone else. : 

Stupendous difficulties have, all 
along, dogged the progress of youth 
organisation. And they haye been 
courageously met. In our article we 
simply put up what we conceive to be 
the greatest past and present barrier 
to the winning of youth, i.e., our late 
start, as we have termed it—the failure 
to attract and educate “youth” while 
yet in the child stage. We leave that 
matter here. 

* * * 

We have recently been’ privileged to 
take another inside peep at the work 
being done to extend and strengthen 
the League branches. It is a hard 
row to hoe, comrades, and it wants 
more adult Party aid, sympathy and 
practical initiative. But steady plodding 
progress is telling, and contact with 
Labour youth personnel and activities 
is constant and effective. If it were 
possible to open the eyes of the move- 
ment to all the enquiries, the requests and 
the expressions that come from the pens 
and mouths of Labour’s little youth 
army, Local Parties might be as 
proud of them—Ay, and as willing to 
help them as—shall we say, the Finns ? 

* * * 

“The Socialist” (no, we can’t bring 
ourselves to that little “‘t’?? in these 
columns) seems to be gaining influence 
among our young folk. The paper is 
well done and might be better done 
but for limitations that to-day are 
easily understood. But oh, for a youth 
paper of 200,000 circulation. But 
then, we are not young, and that habit 
of hitching our waggon to a star has 
got to stop! But this needn’t affect 
our youth branches. Like the crows 
this year, we advise—‘build high !” 
The “L.O.” profoundly believes that 
200,000 is no overstatement of the 
necessities. And, if you ask us 


privately, or publicly, we will whisper 
why. 
* * 

And now we think it wouid help the 
League of Youth, and help our adult 
movement too, if we gave a list of what 
are termed “League of Youth Re- 
quisities” i.e., equipment for branches. 
which can be obtained from _ the 
Labour Party. ‘This list may indicate > 
how earnest is the endeavour to enlist £ 
youth, and the publication of it may; 
induce some equally earnest Locai | 
Party to help the cause along by aiding 
their own League of Youth Branch to) 
obtain all that is necessary. 


LEAGUE OF YOUTH 
REQUISITES 
Pamphlets : 
Help Us To Win a Better Future 
Your Biggest Job 
Labour’s Work for Youth 
1 copy, 14d; 12 copies 1/6; 100 
copies 6/-. 
Leaflets : 

No. 5. We Say It Can Be Done; 
6/6 per 1,000 copies. 
No. 8. Take Your Choice 
5/- per 1,000 copies. 


Posters : Pictorial 
No. 6. The Future Is In Your 
Hands 
12 copies 2/3 ; 50 copies 8/-; 100 
copies 15/-. 
Letterpress Posters : 
No. 7. Labour Calls Youth 
No. 8. Join Labour Youth 
12 copies 1/9; 50 copies 5/6; 
100 copies I0/-. 
Slogan Poster with space for over- 
printing 
I copy 5d. ; 6 copies 1/6. 
Pictorial Post Cards : 
No. 9. 4/- per 100 copies 
Writing Paper :—(Printed with 
League of Youth heading) 
5/- per ream (approximately 480 
sheets) 
Song : 
“Ours is the Future’ (words andj 
music) : 
12 copies 1/10; 25 3/93 50 7/3 
100 copies 14/3. : 
Badges : 
League of Youth Badges in metal for! 
brooch or stud. ; 
In cloth for Blazers 
1 Badge r/-; 12 Badges 10/-. 
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Mr. A. E. Brown, 123, Catherine Street, Leicester. 


submitted by the Executive Committee 
and approved. 

One of our first difficulties was the 
effective ““blacking-out’’ of Hall, annexe 
and office windows. ‘Temporary mea- 


HOW READING 
RECOVERED 


The following instructive extract 


from the Annual Report of the Reading 
T.C. and L.P. is reproduced for the 
insight and suggestions that are implicit 
in it for other Parties. 


The war came as no surprise to most 
of us, but even so it was difficult to 
gauge its probable effect on Party 
Organisation with any degree of 
accuracy. No time was lost and a 
Special and enlarged General Council 
met on September 4th “To consider 
the situation and take such steps as 

y be necessary to safeguard our 
cal Movement and its members.” 

Two important decisions were taken : 
1) To maintain our independence as a 
arty and, in spite of all difficulties to 
‘carry on.” (2) To issue a Local 
Manifesto on the position we were 
taking up in relation to the war. 

An emergency plan of working was 


sures were taken within 48 hours and a 
more permanent solution of the problem 
has since been found. 

Whist drives, dances and meetings 
had to be abandoned for three weeks 
until Police permission could be 
obtained to continue them. Since 
then they have been run with great 
success. 

The Party gladly accepted the offer 
of Comrade Cusden to continue the 
publication of ‘The Citizen,’ now 
more than ever necessary. 

An Emergency Committee repre- 
senting both industrial and political 
sides of our Movement was appointed 
but fortunately—up to the present— 
they have not been called upon to 
function. 

Our next and perhaps _ greatest 
difficulty was Finance. ‘The war came 
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just at the end of our usual summer 
slump and found us in a bad way. 
An urgent appeal was made to affiliated 
and Party organisations and so ready 
and good was the response that in a 
few weeks the position had completely 
changed. We are more than grateful 
for this timely assistance. 

Our typist left the Party’s service 
on her marriage and the appointment 
of a successor was impossible at that 
time. 

Office hours and attendance was 
another problem, a solution to which 
has even now not been found. 


A decision to retain our Premises at 
all costs, taken when things looked their 
blackest, has been amply justified. 


A happy inspiration led to the 
organising of Monday Night Dances 
at the popular price of 6d. So great 
was the success of this venture that 
Thursday Night Dances quickly fol- 
lowed. We feel that these Dances are 
filling a social need and at the same time 
bringing funds to the Party. ‘They are 
in the very capable hands of a small 
Sub-Committee and to them congratu- 
lations and thanks. 


Organisations generally continued 
their activity as far as war-time con- 
ditions would allow whilst Central 
was busier than ever. 


We demanded representation on the 
several war-time Committees, took a 
part in formation of the Vigilance 
Committee. 


Our General Secretary accepted the 
nomination of the T.U.C. for the 
position of T.U. Liaison Officer for 
Petrol Control (Southern Area), 


Mr. Walter Leaver and the General 
Secretary were appointed to the Ministry 
of Information (Local Committee). 
Mr. Walter Cannon was nominated for 
the Food Control Committee without 
success for the moment but the matter 
does not end there. 


A licence has been obtained to retail 
foodstuffs on the premises, not much 
in use at the moment but may be very 
important later on. 


Head Office showed concern as to 
our welfare and sent Mr. Kneeshaw 
down to consult with us, as to our 
future. (The Agents’ Union also had 
some hand in this visit and many 
similar ones throughout the country. 
—Ed. “L.O.’’) 


By the date of the Re-Union Social 


things were becoming more normal 
and the event was a bumper success, 

Labour’s Peace Aims were given 
careful consideration by the E.C. and 
General Council. Mr. Attlee’s sum- 
ming up of Labour’s position. was 
accepted in principle. Five thousand 
copies of the pamphlet were distributed 
in the Borough. 

The Christmas Sale of Work and 
Social was held as usual and was in 
every way a success. ‘The Hall was 
tastefully decorated for the Festive 
Season. 

Finally, the General Secretary was 
taken suddenly ill on December 1oth 
and was off duty for the remainder of 
the year. Mr. Chas. Wright was 
employed and with the assistance of a 
band of voluntary workers did the 
work and kept things in order. 

It is probably too much to expect or 
hope that the present state of affairs 
will continue indefinitely but our 
experience during the first four months 
of war should give us courage to go 
forward to meet and overcome what- 
ever difficulties may lie ahead of us. 


HOME FRONT 


As we go to press we learn of a 
series of conferences to be arranged by 
the Party at which attention will be 
focussed on war-time problems at 
home. 

The following is an up-to-date list 
of conferences so far arranged and the 
dates and speakers of same. 


A Leeds, April 20 


Sheffield, April 27, C. R. Attlee, M.F 
Newcastle, May 4, W. G. Hall, M.F 


B Preston, April 20, Dr. H. Dalton, M.E 


Ree April 27, A. Greenwooc 


CG Derby, April 6, Mrs. B. Ayrton Goulc 


Birmingham, May 4, E. Shinwel 
M.P 


Stoke, April 13, Mrs. B. Ayrton Goul 


D Middlesex, April 13, Dr. H. Daltor 


M.P. 
Southampton, May 4 


F Be April 13, Miss E. Wilkinsor 


Bristol, April 27, Dr. H. Dalton, MI 


G Ilford, April 13, A. Greenwood, M1 


Norwich, April 20, G. Ridley, MJ 
Ipswich, May 4, C. R. Attlee, M.P.. 


H Swansea, April 6, E. Shinwell, M1 


Newport, April 27, G. Lathan, MI 


i. 


i 


